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ANAT NEWS

After six years in the current format, the ANAT Newsletter is
about to change. In 2004, we will be introducing a newly
designed Newsletter, with increased content and commissioned
articles. The Newsletter will be re-designed to include more
images, improved layout and features related to ANAT project
and program themes. We are aiming to broaden the scope of
the Newsletter, to reflect current ANAT directions but to also
engage with broader thinking around new media arts practice.
We will be expanding our range of contributors and will publish
texts by Australian and international writers. A focus will also
be on highlighting the work of ANAT members and providing
increased opportunities for members to contribute to the
Newsletter. The format will be more ‘magazine’ style and we are
looking to give a name to the Newsletter. If members have any
ideas, please contact us! One impact of these changes is that
the Newsletter will be published 3 times per year, rather than
quarterly. This is to ensure improved design as well as editorial
content.

In light of changes to the Newsletter, we are also investigating
how to improve content on the website. Following recent
changes to the website, we are continuing to look at increasing
content and accessibility to the site. Members may have noticed
some changes to the website, which aim to improve access to
Current News plus information on programs such as Conference
and Workshop Fund and residency/masterclass programs. The
changes to the site have been implemented by CHRIS BISHOP,
who worked with us for a short time while we advertised for a
new Multimedia and Design Co-ordinator. The changes have
also been driven by the desire to comply with WC3 disability
access guidelines as well as usability by a variety of browsers.

I am pleased to inform members that we have recently
appointed a new staff member, PATRICK TAM, to the position of
Multimedia and Design Co-ordinator. This position, which was
formerly Web and Technical Officer has a focus on web and
print design as well as technical support of the organisation.
Patrick has extensive experience with web design and is also an
animator and graphic designer. Patrick started with us in early
November and has already contributed to implementing new
features on the website as well as some great ideas for the re-
designed Newsletter. Patrick will be responsible for most of our
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graphic design including Newsletter,
promotional material, advertising and
the corporate documents.

Other recent ANAT events include a
weeklong trip to Qatar to attend the
Innovations in Education: The Arts and
Science Partnership symposium. | was
invited by the QATAR FOUNDATION to
attend the symposium as an
international delegate and was
supported by the Foundation to attend.

Dr Stuart Bunt (University of WA - Symbiotica),
delegate at “Innovations in Education” symposium,
Qatar, with desert ‘quide’.

The Qatar Foundation is a private, non-
profit organisation founded in 1995 on
the personal initiative of His Highness
SHEIKH HAMAD BIN KHALIFA AL-THANI,
the Emir of Qatar. Her Highness
SHEIKHA MOZAH BINT NASSER AL
MISNAD, serves as the Chairperson of
the Qatar Foundation and personally
guides the organisation’s objectives and
programs. The symposium was initiated
by the Sheikha as part of the opening
week celebrations of Education City, a



centre of educational excellence in the
region. One of the major goals of
Education City is to provide a forum for
the exchange of research on innovative
educational projects. The symposium
mainly focussed on high school and
tertiary education and in particular
strategies for developing art and science
partnerships in the classroom.
International delegates were invited
from the Middle East, Asia, Europe and
the USA. With several Australian
delegates including myself, Dr STUART
BUNT (University of WA - Symbiotica), Dr
PATRICIA EDGAR (World Summit on
Media for Children Foundation) and
JANET MANSFIELD (Editor, Ceramics Art
and Perception). It was a unique
opportunity to meet with local
educators and students and discuss
strategies for developing international
education, arts and science networking
opportunities.

Over the last few months, ANAT staff
have also been busy with the Synapse
art and science project. Synapse is a
project initiated by the Australia Council
to support the development of art and
science projects. ANAT is currently
managing two of these components -
the Synapse database and Synapse art
and residency programs. Following the
launch of the Synapse database in May,
ANAT has employed a researcher
ANDREW HILLAM to develop Stage Two
of the site. Andrew has been contacting
artists and science organisations to
ensure that the database includes a
broad range of art and science projects.

Recently we also made a call for
proposals to science organisations for
proposals to develop new artist in
residence programs. The Synapse Art and
Science Residency program endeavours
to develop new collaborations/creative
partnerships between artists and

scientists and develop a sustainable
support base for long-term
collaboration across the arts and
sciences. It will see two to three art/
science artist residencies undertaken at
science organisations in Australia. The
call for proposals closed on November
28, with the assessment process taking
place in December.

Synapse is an important project for
ANAT as it builds upon initiatives such
as Scientific Serendipity (art and science
residencies 1998 - 2001) and Converge
database (a component of the Adelaide
Biennial 2002, managed by ANAT 2002).
Currently LINDA COOPER is working
with ANAT to develop a longer strategy
for our art and science focus. Linda has
had a long association with ANAT and
was Chair in the mid-1990’s. Linda is a
consultant for exhibition development
and cross-cultural initiatives and has
worked for museums and science
centres in the Asia-Pacific region. Linda
has been working with us on developing
networks in the science field and with
Andrew Hillam on strategies for the
Synapse database.

In addition to a continued science and
art focus, in 2004 we will be developing
programs using wireless and
communication technologies. The first
of these is the BLAST THEORY
Masterclass and residency in Adelaide
from January to March 2004. As
members would be aware, we called for
applications for the Masterclass in
August, and are pleased to announce
the participants in the Masterclass in
this Newsletter.

We are also looking to develop further
programs with the British group
PHONE-BOOK.LTD. ANAT hosted a visit
by this British duo (Fee Plumley and Ben
Jones) in October 2003. The Phone-Book

B i

Ltd develop projects for wireless and
mobile devices. During their time in
Australia, Fee and Ben presented a
workshop at electrofringe (Newcastle)
and spoke on a panel about text and
technology. They toured to Sydney and
Melbourne, meeting with
representatives from dLux Media Arts,
Experimenta, Experimedia, AIMIA and
ABC New Media. Plans are underway to
bring the Phone-Book.Ltd back to
Australia to conduct further workshops
on making short movies and animations
for mobile phones. ANAT would very
much like to thank Gail Priest and Vicky
Clare from electrofringe for supporting
the tour of the Phone-Book.Ltd.

In 2004, ANAT is involved in several
professional development programs. In
July 2004, the Time_Place_Space3
intensive laboratory will be held in
Adelaide at AIT Arts. In the second half
of the year ANAT is co-ordinating the
third National Indigenous School in New
Media Arts. This will be held in Brisbane
and developed in partnership with the
Artworkers Alliance (Qld), New Media
Arts Board and Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Arts Board. The school will
once again offer emerging and
advanced skills development, but also
with an intensive Masterclass focus.
NISNMA will also be changing its name
to reflect the Indigenous focus of this
program, so look out for this early in
2004!

SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING: On October
25, ANAT held a Special General Meeting
to discuss and vote on proposed
changes to the ANAT Constitution. Many
of these changes were to clarify certain
points within the Constitution and to
introduce a new postal voting system
for Board appointments. All of the
proposed amendments were passed at
the meeting. From next years Annual




General Meeting, this new system will
be introduced which will require
nominations for the Board to be lodged
at least 21 days prior to the meeting.
These will then be distributed to ALL
financial members, who will have a
chance to submit a postal vote for Board
nominations. The aim is to ensure that
the entire membership can contribute
to the Board voting process and have
advance notice of who is nominating for
vacant positions. On behalf of ANAT
Board | would like to thank Belinda
Grant and Kelly & Co lawyers for
providing pro bono assistance with the
Constitutional amendments.

The past twelve months have been busy
for ANAT, with the move to the new
premises, staff and Board changes as
well as a busy program and new
initiatives. | would like to take this
opportunity to thank ANAT staff for
their hard work during the year - Alison
Leach (Manager), Charity Bramwell
(Information Officer), Claudia Raddatz
(Web and Technical Officer - resigned
Sept 2003) and our new Multimedia and
Design Co-ordinator Patrick Tam. The
Board of ANAT provides important
guidance and corporate governance for
the organisation, | would like to thank
them also - Kate Richards and Jenny
Weight (up until AGM 2003), Caroline
Farmer (Chair), Sue Skinner (Deputy
Chair), Chris Joyner (Treasurer), Michelle
Glaser, Leon Cmielewski, Belinda Grant
and Antoanetta Ivanova.

| also extend thanks to ANAT members
who have supported us and been
involved with ANAT programs
throughout the year. We wish you all a
very happy holiday season and inspiring
2004.

Julianne Pierce
Executive Director

PROJECT UPDATE

BLAST THEORY RESIDENCY
Adelaide, South Australia
January - March, 2004

http://www.blasttheory.co.uk
http://
www.uncleroyallaroundyou.co.uk

Renowned British performance
company BLAST THEORY and members
of the Mixed Reality Lab (University of
Nottingham) will be based in Adelaide,
South Australia from Jan - Mar 2004.
Combining rigorous research and
development with leading edge
technologies, Blast Theory’s practice
ranges across media and disciplines,
taking risks and encouraging critical
debate.

Blast Theory and MRL will be in Adelaide
to adapt the ‘game’ Uncle Roy All
Around You for presentation during the
Adelaide Fringe 2004.The game
consists of Street Players who search for
Uncle Roy using hand held devices.
Online Players cruise through a virtual
model of the same area, searching for
the Street Players and looking for leads
that will help them find Uncle Roy.
Using web cams, audio and text
messages players must work together.

As a key component of the residency
ANAT is co-ordinating the BLAST
THEORY MASTERCLASS. The three-day
Masterclass (Jan 13 - 15) will bring
Australian practitioners together to
work in a ‘hands-on’ environment with
Blast Theory.The focus of the
Masterclass is the adaptation of the
game for presentation during the
Adelaide Fringe 2004. Following the
Masterclass, there are five attachment

positions for South Australian
practitioners to work fulltime with Blast
theory on implementation of the game.

The Masterclass applications were
assessed by ANAT, SA Film Corporation
and Blast Theory and took place in
October and November. It was a very
competitive process, with many good
applications received. We are pleased to
announce that the following
practitioners will be taking part in the
Masterclass:

Bianca Barling (SA)

Kirsten Bradley (Vic)

Leon Cmielewski (NSW)
Brian Degger (SA)

elendil (SA)

Michelle Glaser (WA)

Karen Hughes (SA)

Troy Innocent (Vic)
Annemarie Kohn (SA)
James McCluskey (WA)
Debra Polson (Qld)

Derek Rogers (Industry Participant,
Motorola - SA)

Aaron Stafford (SA)

Justin McGuiness (SA)
Sumugan Sivanesan (NSW)
Megan Heyward (NSW)

Blast Theory and Mixed Reality Lab are
resident in Adelaide from January to
March 2004 as part of the Adelaide
Thinkers in Residence Program in
partnership with Adelaide Fringe 2004,
Australian Network for Art & Technology
(ANAT) Department of Education &
Children’s Services and South Australian
Film Corporation. Host organisation for
the residency is Technology School of the
Future in Hindmarsh. The Blast Theory
Masterclass and Attachment program has
been assisted by the Government of
South Australia through Arts South
Australia, Australia Council and the
Australian Film Commission.
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